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Arnold Guyot, in his book, " The Earth and Man," 
in the spirit of a devout philosopher, calls our attention 
to the fact that the contour and relief of the continents 
of the earth, the shape of the dry land, is a divine 
prophecy of the development of the human race ; and 
he laments that the word geography, in its limited and 
restricted sense, does not express the truth, and that the 
word geology was not at his service to express the science 
of the earth. 

In a word, physical geography, calling our attention 
to the handwriting of the Creator in the material earth, 
forecasts the drama of humanity to be enacted on it. 
But what has all this to do with the subject, The condi- 
tions and Prospects of Brazil? Much every way, since 
it determines that that land shall be : 

i. One and indivisible. 

2. A healthy habitation. 

537 
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3. A theatre for the congregating the families of the 
earth. 

Any atlas of physical geography will show that 
Brazil is separated, as it were, from the rest of South 
America. See that great belt of green indicating the 
two great hydrographical systems, which surround 
Brazil as with broad arms, and consider that the slight- 
est depression of the earth's surface would have left 
Brazil an island. It is said that in the rainy season you 
can pass from the headwaters of the confluents of the 
Amazon to the headwaters of the river La Plata in a 
Rob-Roy canoe. Consider the rivers, and you will have 
a foreordained answer to the surmise which has been 
raised in correspondence about Brazil, as to whether it 
can maintain its unity ; as to whether Brazil will ever be 
divided into one, two or three nations. Its topography 
and configuration have predetermined the question. 
There is no chance for a division. You will see this by 
the way the waters run north and south from the 
vast water-shed, which embraces the region between 
1 5 and 20 south latitude. Divide the country if you 
can. You cannot. No more than ours was to be 
divided. Secession was a rebellion against civil govern- 
ment not only, but it was a rebellion against divine law 
written on the earth, and therefore impossible. Brazil, 
by eternal determination, is to be one and undivided. 

But is it habitable? The question, "Is Brazil 
healthy, a healthy place for living? " arises, because it is 
a region of the earth of which we possess a very lim- 
ited knowledge, acquired through our trade at the ship- 
ping ports merely ; so that the information we have 
received of the healthfulness of some of those ports 
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has given us the impression we have of all Brazil ; as 
though New Orleans were to be considered a type of 
the healthfulness of the United States. 

Study the map, and you will realize that there is there 
prepared an immense theatre for the development of 
the drama of human life, since He, whose hands formed 
the dry land, has pushed up Brazil high towards heaven, 
so that even in the inter-tropical regions it is a "habit- 
able part of the earth." 

Physical geographers call our attention to yet an- 
other very significant fact. They tell us that the Old 
hemisphere, by the contour of it, foreordained the sepa- 
ration of the human family, the division and scattering 
of the families of the earth, whereas the New hemisphere 
tends to the congregation, the gathering together of the 
peoples. What they discover written upon the face of 
the earth, we perceive in the history of the last century, 
rapidly advancing in our country ; so that from every 
quarter of the earth they are coming in and fulfilling 
the eternal purpose, written upon the very physical 
geography of our land. It is in vain for our legislators 
to close the "Golden Gate" against the Asiatic, or 
Castle Garden against the European. Just as surely 
as water seeks its own level, so the peoples inevitably 
seek our land, and they will come. There is no wis- 
dom in Congress, or in any body of men, to bring 
about a law which shall defeat the eternal law. Come 
they will, and it were better that we adjust our shoul- 
ders to the burden of receiving them in the spirit of the 
precept : " Freely ye have received, freely give." The 
blessings of our civilization and liberty belong to the 
nations of the earth ; let us see to it that these nations 
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shall have part in the blessings, which have been given 
to us as a precious legacy. 

A similar theatre has been prepared on the southern 
half of this continent, in what we now know as the 
United States of Brazil. Vast area, healthfulness, and 
indivisibility, all point to a congregation of the families 
of man and a vast development in the near future. 

It is remarkable that, just as we are fearing that we 
are having a little too much, a little more than we can 
adjust, of this immense tide of human life, Brazil, which 
has been reserved for such a time as this, is thrown 
open, and is stretching out her arms to all the nations 
of the earth, and asking for labor to develop her 
resources. 

In the year 1500 a Portuguese fleet, meaning to 
double the Cape of Good Hope on the way to their 
East India possessions, was deflected against the coast 
of South America. Cabral announced that he had dis- 
covered something, and took possession in the name of 
Portugal ; and in the name of the King of Heaven, 
erecting a cross upon this new shore, called it the 
" Land of the Holy Cross." Is it not a marvel that the 
little nation on the extreme western coast of Europe 
should be able to hold four thousand miles of Atlantic 
coast against all comers? If you will look back over 
old maps of the 16th Century, you will see that France 
thought that she possessed a large portion of South 
America, and went so far as to name it Antarctic 
France. Later, the Dutch, in the 17th Century, pos- 
sessed themselves of the northern coast of Brazil, and 
for a period of thirty years held it with strong forts. 
You will find their forts still in the cities of Pernambuco 
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and Bahia. The descendants of the Portuguese are in 
possession, but neither the French nor the Dutch re- 
main. Either of these nations was stronger than Por- 
tugal, yet it was given to that little nation to possess 
this vast dominion. Why? In order that it should lie 
for a time in the hands of a nation which would with a 
jealous spirit seal it up hermetically, and hold it closed to 
commerce. Portugal not only possessed, but possessed 
exclusively, all Brazil, and excluded from trading at its 
ports all ships not coming from her own. In the pres- 
ent century, that scourge of Europe, Napoleon, threat- 
ened to swallow up Portugal. Her king fled from his 
European to his American dominions, and the court of 
Portugal was established in Brazil. Then, when other 
reasons prevailed, Dom John returned to Europe, leav- 
ing his son with the title of Regent. Already the spirit 
of Republicanism was abroad, and the wise old king 
perceived that there would be, and perhaps very soon, 
a development of the spirit which would wrest from 
Portugal that dominion. It is said that he gave secret 
instructions to his son to anticipate such a movement 
by breaking off Brazil from the old rdgime, while secur- 
ing it to the dynasty of Portugal. Dom Pedro was the 
first to draw his sword, and exclaim " Independence." 
Thus Brazil became independent of Portugal with 
scarcely more bloodshed than now, when she passes 
from an Empire to a Republic without a single combat. 
The spirit which was then prevalent among Brazilians 
demanded larger liberties. It was a time of great re- 
striction in Portugal of expression of sentiment, and 
measures were adopted which expelled some of the 
most liberal minds. Many students of the law school 
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of Coimbra, the University of Portugal, came over as 
exiles to Brazil, and settled in the Province of Minas- 
Geraes. There were poets among them, men in whom 
poetic fire was burning brightly, and so these knights of 
the pen formed a fellowship in suffering and aspiration 
with those of the sword. At length one of their num- 
ber, Silva Xavier, drew his sword, just one century ago 
this year, in 1789, with a cry for the Republic. He was 
one century in advance of God's time, and as a result 
he was hung, drawn and quartered. But the spirit of 
the man lived, and has been marching on in Brazilian 
history from that day to this. It obliged the first 
emperor to abdicate in favor of larger liberties of the 
people, in favor of the participation of the patriots in 
the government of the country. That abdication left 
a child, five years and four months old, Emperor of 
Brazil. 

A very wonderful history is this of Dom Pedro the 
Second, who never saw his father from that time. Dom 
Pedro I. had wisdom and sagacity enough to confide this 
child to the care of the man, who had really forced the 
issue with him, recognizing in him a disinterested and 
devoted lover of his country. Jose Bonifacio De 
Andrada, " the Benjamin Franklin of Brazil, " gave to 
the child's mind its bent, and led it out in love of truth, 
awakening in him a taste for study which has never 
abandoned him. Thus there was prepared an instru- 
ment, who should become a nursing father to the liber- 
ties of the people. The expressions which have been 
attributed to Dom Pedro since he landed in Europe, 
when urged by his son-in-law to abdicate in favor of his 
daughter, that they might use force of arms to bring 
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back the dominions to the crown, show that there is 
burning in his heart the same love of his country, the 
same appreciation of the liberties of the people, which 
he received in early childhood from his tutor. 

This providence in the government of the land secured 
a quiet of nearly half a century, in which the seeds of 
civil government were growing and ripening in the 
hearts of the people. This must be taken into account 
if we would understand the late developments in Brazil, 
which are destined to change radically and rapidly its 
future. Before we touch upon the flitting and fleeting 
shadows of political geography, let us consider the 
physical conditions of the people who possess the land. 
When the Portuguese first discovered the land to which 
the fleet was driven by the wind, they found the Indian. 
It is estimated that we still have a million of Indians 
in Brazil. It is a mere estimate. We have no means 
of ascertaining the exact truth, for, indeed, a vast 
part of the territory has never been explored. Only 
last year (1888) German explorers going up a confluent 
of the Amazon River, the Xingu, found tribes of 
Indians of which there had never been notice even ; not 
nomadic, but agricultural in their habits. It has been 
said that the Indians of Brazil are inferior in some re- 
spects to those of North America. Yet they have the 
same qualities, physically. They show the same strong 
sense, the same keen perception of truth and justice, 
which has been revealed frequently in the " poor Indian " 
of our own country. It is narrated of one of these 
sons of the forest that on one occasion, when regarding 
an image, carved from the trunk of an orange tree on 
the plantation where he was domesticated, he stood 
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alone while others bowed in the presence of this image, 
and, when ordered to kneel, replied : " No ! I knew 
him when he was an orange tree." 

This native capacity of the Indian is displayed in 
his handiwork also. Two years ago, from the province 
of Parana, a friend sent to Dr. Cornelius R. Agnew, of 
this city, a kind of blanket woven from the urtiga (wild 
nettle), which is a product of the forests of Brazil. It 
was marked by the regularity of machine work, yet the 
preparation and weaving of the threads was done en- 
tirely by hand, woven thread by thread, with wonderful 
skill. It was not a blanket to shield from the cold, but 
from the wet ; and was almost impervious to rain. 

Take hold of the bows, which demand gigantic 
strength to stretch them, or look at the wonderfully pre- 
pared arrows of these Indians, six feet in length, com- 
posed one-half of wood and the other half of bamboo, 
feathered, and pointed with some sharp point prepared 
from the bones of birds and animals, and recognize the 
same wonderful skill. Those who have lived among 
the Indians of Brazil tell of the precision with which 
they shoot their arrows. Calculating the parabola of 
the curve, they fire the arrow into the air so that it falls 
upon the only tender spot in the shell of the turtle, and 
pins him to the ground. Here is a power of calcula- 
tion and estimation of forces that is scarcely exceeded 
by the most expert artilleryman. When, in the dense 
forests, they attempt to shoot a bird perched in some of 
the gigantic trees and miss their mark and the arrow 
disappears in the air, they wait attentively to hear its 
fall ; if the ear fails to tell where that arrow is, they 
draw a second which passes through the branches in the 
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identical spot, and those two arrows will be found to- 
gether. These arrows cost them great labor, and are 
too valuable to be lost. The intelligence of these peo- 
ple, manifested in this cultivation of the hand, eye, and 
ear, reveals an element in the aboriginal population of 
Brazil, which demands our attention, and gives assur- 
ance that it will be rewarded with great developments, 
under wise direction. 

General Couto de Magalhaes, recently President of 
the province of S. Paulo, after graduating at the law 
school of S. Paulo, passed eight years of his life, fish- 
ing and hunting with the Indians. He afterwards pre- 
pared a grammar of their language and wrote a book 
entitled, " O Selvagem do Brazil" ; and has engaged in 
various efforts to bring them under the power of civili- 
zation. In all his journeys among the Indians from Para 
on the north to Parana on the south (for he has repeat- 
edly crossed the continent), he has not found any com- 
munity which he could call Christianized. 

Let us turn to another element of the population of 
Brazil. The slave trade brought into Brazil a vast ele- 
ment of labor, and we have now at least two millions of 
freedmen. They are from various tribes on the west 
coast of Africa. There is one tribe, the Mina, Moham- 
medan in religion, which has maintained its tribal rela- 
tions even in slavery. They may be seen on the streets 
of Bahia and Rio de Janeiro, laying down their bur- 
dens and kissing the hand of a fellow slave, recognizing 
his rank as prince, or priest. A few years ago an old 
grey-haired black stopped in front of the show-window 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society's store, to 
gaze upon an Arabic Bible. He entered and inquired 
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for the holy book. When the agent showed him the 
Bible, he turned its pages and said, " No, that is not the 
book." He wanted the Koran. He could not be in- 
duced to take a co'py of the Scriptures. A few days 
after he returned and asked how many such copies 
existed in that depository, and purchased all they had. 
(Rio de Janeiro has become a sort of highway of 
the nations, so that the Bible in many tongues is 
kept to anticipate any demand, that might arise from 
ships passing there from the ends of the earth.) 
This slave had been liberated by the common purse 
(for his tribe maintained a common purse), and was 
about to return to Africa. He was a priest of that 
tribe. Their masters never found it profitable to en- 
deavor to keep them in abject slavery, and have given 
them considerable liberty, each one paying daily a cer- 
tain quota to his ma;ster. Among the merchants of 
Brazil are blacks of this tribe, who have acquired 
wealth. Many other tribes, of less intelligence and en- 
ergy, who have borne the burden and heat of the day 
in developing the agricultural and mineral resources of 
the Empire, are now a component part of the popula- 
tion of Brazil. This points to another of the social 
problems, which confront the statesmen of the new Re- 
public. 

Turn now from these inferior races of Indians and 
negroes to the ten millions of the dominant race. 
The original stock is Portuguese. In habit, customs, 
style of dress, manner of living in the homes which they 
have made for themselves, they resemble the people 
of Southern Europe. The Portuguese mingled their 
blood with the Indians, and we have mesti^oz ; they 
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mingled their blood with the negro, and we have the 
mulattoes. Those ten millions are by no means there- 
fore all pure blooded Portuguese. While a small per 
cent, of them are pure Portuguese, Portuguese customs 
obtain among them in the whole country, and the Por- 
tuguese tongue is the language of the country. Spanish 
is spoken in all the rest of South America, except in 
Guiana. While Spain possessed the Western coast, 
there fell to Portugal most of the remaining territory, 
equal to one-fifteenth part of the whole earth, one-fifth 
of the New World, or three-sevenths of South America. 
These, in brief, are the physical conditions. 

What are the intellectual ? The schoolmaster was 
abroad in Brazil very early. No sooner did Portugal 
possess the land than her first shipment of colonists 
was accompanied by tutors. There was a school in the 
province of S. Paulo as early as 1554. Around the 
little hut, in which that school began on the 25th day 
of January, 1554, there grew up a city. It has now 
50,000 inhabitants. There also grew up vast establish- 
ments, monasteries. While Brazil was still a colony, 
the Marquis of Pombal expelled from the Portuguese 
dominions the Jesuits. Some of their buildings were 
appropriated to schools of quite another character un- 
der the civil government. We have there the oldest 
law school on this Western hemisphere. This affords 
the nearest approach to a university education, which 
Brazil has given to her youth. Some years ago, a 
young Brazilian, graduated from the law school in S. 
Paulo, came to the city of New York and established a 
paper, O Novo Mundo, for circulation in his own coun- 
try. He was well known as a member of the Univer- 



548 The Conditions and Prospects of Brazil. 

sity Club. Lawyers in this city said of him that he 
knew more law than lawyers brought up in our own 
country are expected to know, before they have been 
ten years, at least, in practice. The course of law at 
S. Paulo is five years, and there is a preparatory course, 
in which every candidate for the law course is expected 
to pass an examination in at least eleven studies. He 
must be prepared to consult Blackstone in English, and 
other works of law in French, for the course embraces 
the wide international department. These preparatory 
and law schools bring together in that centre young 
men, from the Amazon to the river La Plata, for a 
period of at least five years of their lives. Through 
this and similar schools in Pernambuco, Bahia and Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil has disciplined largely the mind of 
her educated classes, and some of the marvellous fruits 
of this discipline you have seen in the peaceful Revolu- 
tion of November 15, 1889. This may explain how it 
is that men could have so prepared a nation as to pass 
from one form of civil government to another, with 
scarcely any more agitation than the passing of night 
into day. 

Brazil has also her medical schools. Any man who 
carries his certificate from New York, Edinburgh, or 
elsewhere, is not admitted to practice in Brazil until 
after he has sustained theses before either the Faculty 
of Bahia, or that of Rio de Janeiro. She has also her 
Polytechnic School, which is comparatively new. The 
present Minister of War was at the head of such a 
school in the city of Rio de Janeiro. She has public 
schools, very inefficient, it is true, owing in part to the 
sparseness of the population, and the great difficulties 



The Conditions and Prospects of Brazil. 549 

to be overcome in the indisposition of the people to 
learn. In parts they have established obligatory educa- 
tion, and, where the population is within a certain 
radius of the schoolmaster, the inhabitants are obliged 
to send their sons and daughters to school. Because 
of the inefficiency of the public school system, recently, 
there have been great efforts to establish normal 
schools. Unfortunately for these schools, they have 
been placed in the hands of men, who have derived 
their ideas of education largely from books. Those 
who graduate from them walk on stilts over the heads 
of their pupils. It is evident that the people are reach- 
ing out after a better system of education. In 1884 
there was held in the city of Rio de Janeiro an Exposi- 
tion, to which other countries were asked to contribute, 
to enable the Brazilians to gain a clear idea of educa- 
tion in all its branches. That Exposition became per- 
manent, and the articles which were contributed by 
other lands became a useful object-lesson to the teach- 
ers who visit the Capital. 

Turning now from these elements in the social condi- 
tion of Brazil, let us look for a moment to the new con- 
dition, involved in the change of the form of govern- 
ment. It was first announced to us as a coup d'etat 
of arms. It excited the greatest astonishment, that a 
handful of soldiers should be able to carry the Empire, 
and effect so radical a change in a single day. How 
shall we account for it ? Remember the sword which 
Silva Xavier (Tiradentes) drew in 1789, and for which 
he was slain a century ago. Consider that that sword 
has been beaten not into pruning-hooks, but into pens. 
Throughout the century, from that day to this, there 



550 The Conditions and Prospects of Brazil. 

has not lacked a man to write in defense of the idea, 
for which he gave his life. This has been doubly so in 
the last quarter of a century. Quintino Bocayuva, now 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in the new Republic, 
co-editor in 1870 of the paper entitled A Republica, ad- 
vocated openly in the city of Rio de Janeiro principles 
of republicanism. He has continued to write from that 
time with a pen, which has merited for him a title such 
as was given to Chrysostom. It has been a golden pen, 
a pen of moderation, of firmness, of consistency, and 
it has scarcely ceased, day or night, to scatter the seeds 
of free government on the wings of the press. When it 
was found that the paper, A Repiiblica, could not yet be 
sustained, the Republicans wisely dropped it, but con- 
tinued to advocate their principles through the daily 
papers of the country. Many of the young students of 
the law school and medical schools have been associated 
with them in this service ever since. It was evident to 
those of us, who were in Brazil in September, 1888, 
that their principles were already prevalent, and would 
soon become dominant. When the Deputy, elected 
from the very Province of Minas where " Tiradentes " 
was slain in 1789, presented himself as the choice of his 
fellow citizens for his seat in the parliament as a Re- 
publican, and openly declared his unwillingness to take 
the oath of allegiance to the monarchical government, 
or to support the religion of the state in which he was 
not a believer, he was required to retire. The House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, and Con- 
servatives and Liberals vied with each other in main- 
taining that that man was just as much entitled to his 
seat in the House as any of them. One of the Con- 
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servatives maintained that he was more entitled to his 
seat than some of them, saying, "He appears to have 
more conscience than the most of us." The deputy was 
admitted to his seat. It was evident, therefore, that 
the principles, which had been advocated by Repub- 
licans, animated both the Liberals and Conservatives, 
and there was no appearance of resistance, and no dis- 
position to resist them. Later, when the Conservatives 
were unable to command a majority in that wary House, 
and the Emperor dissolved it and called a Liberal to 
form the Ministry, and that Ministry on the 7th of 
June last took its seat, there were cries on the part of 
some of the members of the House of " Down with the 
Monarchy," " Long live the Republic." Therefore, the 
movement has not taken by surprise those who have 
been watching the current of affairs in Brazil, except in 
this, that it was not anticipated so soon. It was not in 
the spirit of the people to displace the old monarch, 
who had endeared himself to them by many of his 
traits of character, nor was it the popular desire that 
he should be disturbed in his lifetime. It was feared 
that his political life would be cut short by his leaving 
or abdicating his throne in favor of his daughter. This 
fear led to such a combination among the leaders of the 
parties, and the army and navy leavened with republican 
principles, that there was no resistance in any quarter 
to a quiet passage from one form of government to an- 
other. 

I am persuaded that Dom Pedro is better satisfied 
himself to see his principles prevail under a Republican 
form, than to see them go down under his own dynasty. 
What are the prospects ? Who can be a prophet ? 
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There are many who prophesy the fall of the new gov- 
ernment, who hold that it will certainly go to pieces. 
On the contrary, I am persuaded that it possesses the 
elements of permanency. The Provisional Govern- 
ment is composed of men of undoubted patriotism and 
ability. At the voice of the people they will yield their 
places peacefully to better men, if there are any. The 
man who was called into the presence of the Emperor 
on that eventful night (15th November) to organize a 
new Liberal ministry (Senator Saraiva), who had just 
arrived from a visit to Europe, has been looked upon 
for the last thirty years as the foremost man of the 
Liberal party, a man of counsel, prudence and modera- 
tion. If his life is spared, he will undoubtedly be pro- 
moted to the chief position in his country. But should 
he not be ? Are there no other men capable of taking 
his place ? One of the foremost Liberals in the prov- 
ince of S. Paulo said to me last January : "We have 
been like boys grown up in their fathers house — the 
old gentleman always governing and guiding everything 
and putting no responsibility upon us, and now that he 
is become through age and disease unfit to govern, 
there is no one of us who knows just how to take hold 
of the helm, and steer the good ship." "That," he 
said, "is the condition of all parties." It does not im- 
ply, however, that there is no latent ability. I think we 
have seen it manifested that there is wonderful ability, 
and, put into play, it will develop itself marvellously. 
We have an eminent example in Ruy Barboza, the 
present Minister of Finance. The only thing to be 
feared for him is that his small body will not be able to 
carry his great head. Nothing worthy of note on the 
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principles of free government, whether published in this 
country, or in England, has escaped his attention. 
When in Parliament, he distinguished himself as the 
advocate of equal rights and religious liberty for all his 
fellow citizens. He applied himself during his absence 
from Parliament to the preparation of school books. 
He prepared the most rudimentary works for his peo- 
ple, thus employing his enforced leisure. That is the 
character of the Minister of Finance. There will not 
be wanting a man, while Ruy Barboza lives, to steer 
the ship of State. He is inspiring wise measures for 
the consolidation of Republican principles. The voting 
population of Brazil is a very small minority of the 
whole, and the provision, which limits the power of 
voting to those who can read and write, is designed 
also to stimulate education. 

In an article but lately published the remark was 
made that the Emperor Dom Pedro had said that if he 
were not Emperor he would be a school teacher, for he 
considered the guiding of the mind and preparation of 
the character as the noblest mission on earth. It was 
remarked that, while it may be doubted now that, 
having ceased to be Emperor, he will become a school 
teacher, yet there is no doubt that the future of Brazil 
is in the hand of the school teacher. 

In the closing chapter of "A Journey to Brazil/' Pro- 
fessor Agassiz has set forth clearly his hopes for that 
land, where he had exceptional opportunities for 
observation. He saw three obstacles to progress — 
slavery, a corrupt clergy, and lack of educational in- 
stitutions. 

Slavery is a thing of the past. Religious liberty will 
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bring into play forces, which will require "a more vig- 
orous, intelligent and laborious clergy/' Education has 
received a great stimulus. We are drawing nearer to 
the realization of the brighter hopes entertained by the 
great naturalist, who thus expressed himself : " There 
is much that is discouraging in the aspect of Brazil, 
even for those who hope and believe, as I do, that she 
has before her an honorable and powerful career. There 
is much also that is very cheering, that leads me to 
believe that her life as a nation will not belie her great 
gifts as a country. Should her moral and intellectual 
endowments grow into harmony with her wonderful 
natural beauty and wealth, the world will not have seen 
a fairer land." 

Note.— Chief among these natural wonders is the Paulo Affonso Fall of the S. Francisco 
River, 150 miles above its mouth. This Fall is described by Burton, in his * 4 Explorations of 
the Highlands of the Brazil." . m 

" The Quebrada, or gorge," he says, "is here 260 feet deep, and in the narrowest part it is 
choked to a minimum breadth of fifty-one feet. It is filled with what seems not water, but the 
froth of milk, a dashing and dazzling, a whirling and churning surfaceless mass, which gives 
a wondrous study of fluid in motion. . . . Here the luminous whiteness of the chaotic 
foam-crests, hurled in billows and breakers against the blackness of the rock, is burst into 
flakes and spray, that leap half-way up the immuring trough. There the surf ace- reflections 
dull the dazzling crystal to a thick opaque yellow, and there the shelter of some spur causes a 
momentary start and recoil to the column which, at once gathering strength, bounds and 
springs onward with a new crush and another roar. 

" The heaped-up centre shows fugitive ovals and progressive circles of a yet more sparkling, 
glittering, dazzling light, divided by points of comparative repose, like the nodal lines of waves. 
They struggle and jostle, start asunder, and interlace as they dash with steadfast purpose 
adown the inclined plane. Now a fierce blast hunts away the thin spray drift, and puffs it to 
leeward in rounded clouds, thus enhancing the brilliancy of the gorge-sole. Then the steam 
boils over and canopies the tremendous scene. Then in the stilly air of dull warm grey, the 
mists surge up, deepening still more, by their veil of ever ascending vapor, the dizzy fall that 
yawns under our feet. 

" The general effect of the picture— and the same may be said of all great cataracts— is the 
1 realized ' idea of power, of power tremendous, inexorable, irresistible. The eye is spell- 
bound by the contrast of this impetuous motion, this wrathful maddened haste to escape, with 
the frail steadfastness of the bits of rainbow, hovering above ; with the " Table Rock " so 
solid to the tread, and with the placid, settled stillness of the plain and the hillocks, whose 
eternal homes seem to lie here." 

Further on, he writes : u We have also here the greatest possible diversity of falling water; 
it consists, in fact, of a succession of rapids and cauldrons, and a mighty Fall ending in the 
Mai da Cachoeira, upon whose terrible tangle of foam we have just looked down. If Niagara 
be the monarch of cataracts, Paulo Affonso is assuredly a king of rapids ; an English traveller 
who had seen the twain, agreed with me in giving the palm to the latter, as being the more 
singular and picturesque of the two, which are both so wondrous and so awful." 




THE PAULO AFFONSO, THE NIAGARA OF BRAZIL 



